
BOROUGH OF WI LKINSBURG COUNCIL MEETING 
Legislative Session 
February 15, 2006 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 President Edwards called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 PM in the 
Council Chambers, second floor of the Municipal Building, 605 Ross Avenue, 
Wilkinsburg, PA. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 The roll was called to establish a quorum. Council members present were:  Ms. 
McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. Ervin, Mrs. 
Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards. A quorum was established. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ACKNOWL EDGEMENT: 

• The Council recognized our new greeter, Marion Peterson. Ms. Peterson has 
been doing a great job welcoming people and directing them to the proper 
Borough department. 

• JAG Grant – Chief Krempasky spoke about the Justice Assistance Grant that 
the Police Department will be receiving. They have been promised an amount 
of $16,000. This money will be used for a technology upgrade in the Police 
vehicles. Three or four of the vehicles will be able to have a personal 
computer system installed. This will allow the officers to access JNET, which 
provides driver info. 

  
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS: 

• William Bruckman, 211 Forest Hills Road:  Mr. Bruckman voiced his concern 
over Residential Parking in the 900 block of Wallace Avenue. This is near 
Hosanna House and a lot of people are being ticketed. 

• Deborah Rose, 726 Whitney Avenue:  Ms. Rose recently applied for a 
position on one of our various boards and committees. She expressed her 
disappointment in not being selected. 

• Ann Gould:  Ms Gould spoke about the phone message from the Tax 
Collector’s office. She had a difficult time reaching an actual person because 
the message keeps looping between offices. She also wanted to know what the 
Borough Solicitor and Engineer are responsible for. 

• David Reese, Susquehanna Street:  Mr. Reese is the head of the Wilkinsburg 
Baseball Association. He explained their involvement in the Urban Initiative, 
which is a program sponsored by the Little League Association. They are 
looking to receive grant money in 2007 to redo Turner Field and Whitney 
Field. Opening Day for the Baseball Association is April 22nd and all are 
urged to sign up. 

• Mabel McKaskill, 2036 Laketon Road:  Ms McKaskill had a sewer back-up in 
her home. She came to the Borough and filled out the necessary paper work. 



Her claim was turned down by Scottsdale Insurance. She is looking for some 
type of compensation. 

• Ava Hill, 922 North Avenue:  Ms. Hill would like to see Residential Permit 
Parking in the 900 block of North Avenue. 

• Shirley Elston, 1726 Wright Street:  Ms. Elston expressed her gratitude to the 
Police Department and Fire Department for all of their bravery in the recent 
fire at Douglas Plaza. 

• Earl Reynolds, 924 North Avenue:  Mr. Reynolds also is concerned with the 
parking near Hosanna House. 

• Gwendolyn Butler, 507 Holmes Street:  Mrs. Butler is a crossing guard for the 
Borough. She is stationed at the Dollar General on Penn Avenue. She is 
concerned with speeding cars at that intersection and would like to see a 
police officer present in that area during rush hour. 

• Loretta Payne, 717 Wallace Avenue:  The 700 block of Wallace Avenue was 
just recently posted as Residential Permit parking. Ms. Payne agrees that the 
street needs to be Residential, but is upset that she cannot get a permit due to 
unpaid parking tickets. 

 
REPORT OF BOROUGH OFFICIALS: 
 Councilwoman Eugenia Moore Ð Reported on the following items: 

• The Library Committee recently had a meeting 
• Circulation was up 12.5% for the year 2005 
• The Preston Grant will be utilized completely after the problem with the 

roof leaking is fixed 
• The income tax assistance in the 3rd floor auditorium has been a success, 

and will continue through tax season 
• A movie is shown every Wednesday at 10:00 AM and all are urged to 

attend 
• The next Library Committee meeting will take place on 3-13-06 at 7:00 

PM 
• The Finance Committee also recently had a meeting 
• At this meeting they reviewed the Bill List and the DCED report 
• The next Finance Committee meeting will take place on 3-9-06 at 6:00 

PM 
 

 Councilwoman Patr icia Baker  Ð Reported on the following items: 
• The most recent Personnel Committee meeting resulted in filling many of 

the vacant seats on the various boards and commissions 
• Voiced concern over when the backflow converters would be installed into 

the water fountains. The bid was awarded and this will be done in time for 
Spring 

• Would like to make an effort to honor an outstanding citizen in the 
community every month 

 
 Councilwoman Barbara Nicholas Ð Reported on the following items: 

• The Pension Board recently had a meeting 



• The topics of discussion were contributions and Act 600 
• Alexis Nedley has decided to not renew her term 

 
 Councilwoman Tracey Evans Ð Reported on the following items: 

• The Safety Committee recently held their meeting 
• The main focus of this meeting was improvements to the Borough 

building that we are trying to move along 
• Concern was voiced over sewer gas in the Police Department 
• The next meeting will take place on 2-24-06 at 9:15 AM 

 
 Councilwoman Barbara Ervin Ð Reported on the following items: 

• The Public Property Committee recently held their meeting 
• They are getting ready to accept bids for the work that needs to be done 

to the 2nd floor restroom 
• A Traffic Light study and also a Residential Permit Parking will be 

conducted to thoroughly investigate these items 
• There is no money left for tree removal 
• The next meeting will take place on 3-6-06 at 6:00 PM 

 
 Councilwoman Sandra Roberts Ð Reported on the following items: 

• The TCVCOG recently held their meeting on 1-26-06 
• At this meeting, they elected officers.  
• $35,000 has been awarded for the ADA library improvements 
• The allocation of CDBG funding will decrease by 10% 

 
 Councilwoman Bever ly McCoy Ð Reported on the following items: 

• Parks & Recreation held their meeting on 2-14-06 
• They are looking for volunteers to help with park maintenance. Anyone 

who is interested should call 412-244-2923 X. 2. This commitment 
should also be in writing. 

• The compost heap at Hunter Park should be pushed back in order to open 
space for parking and turning around 

• The budget for mulch in the parks was discussed 
• 10 more garbage cans are needed for the parks 
• The park on Franklin Street will officially be renamed “Rosa Park” 

tonight 
• The next meeting will take place on 3-14-06 

 
 Councilman Jason Cohn Ð Reported on the following items: 

• The Chamber of Commerce held their monthly meeting on 2-10-06 
• John Irwin was elected as the Treasurer 
• The Next Focus Group meeting will take place on 2-16-06 at 2:30 at 

LifeCare Hospital 
• The Chamber’s annual luncheon will be 3-22-06 at the Holiday Inn. 

Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 the day of the event. To reserve 
tickets call Jill Dudas at 412-242-0234 



• Community Days will be coordinated through Weed and Seed Tall Team 
this year 

• Events sponsored by the Chamber are posted at www.wilkinsburg.org 
• The Litter Committee will meet at 1:00 PM at LifeCare Hospital 
• The next meeting of the Chamber will be held 3-10-06 at 8:00 AM at 

LifeCare Hospital 
 

President Edwards Ð Reported on the following items: 
• Read a letter on commendation for Lt. Trovato in the Wilkinsburg Fire 

Department 
 

Mayor Thompson Ð Reported on the following items: 
• The recent meeting with Gov. Rendell was a success 
• We are working on revitalizing Penn Avenue and increasing Police 

visibility 
• The Police Department will be receiving two vehicles from the state 
• The sidewalks and lighting need to be improved on Penn and Wood 
• The issues of capital funding for improvements to the Borough building 

were also discussed 
• February 12 – 18 is National Child Passenger Safety week 
• Commendation on the bravery of our Police officers and Firefighters from 

the events at Douglas Plaza 
• Looked into the role of the Red Cross and Salvation Army for situation 

like those that happened at Douglas Plaza. The Red Cross is more long 
term while the Salvation Army is more short term. Either way, both could 
use improvements 

 
REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS: 
 Borough Manager; Wes Johnson Ð Reported on the following items: 

• Due to the amount of resolutions on the agenda, the first 19 items will be 
voted on with a consent agenda 

 
 Solicitor Patr icia McGrail Ð Reported on the following items: 

• Commented on the procedure for the Tax Collector vacancy 
• After being declared vacant, the office must be filled by an individual 

within 30 days 
• The appointed individual, Almetta Seate, is accepting this office as a 

service to the Borough 
• As tax collector, Ms. Seate is able to appoint a deputy tax collector 
 

ORDINANCE ON FIRST READING:  None 
 
ORDINANCE ON SECOND READING:  None 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 



Consent Agenda 
06-012 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes an increase in salary of 1.5% to 
Linda Jennings in the Wilkinsburg Library effective January 1, 2006. 
 
06-013 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes an increase in salary of 1.5% to 
Betsey Swartz in the Wilkinsburg Public Library effective January 1, 2006. 
 
06-014 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes an increase in salary of 1.5% to 
William Burnett in the Wilkinsburg Department of Public Works effective January 1, 
2006. 
 
06-015 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes an increase in salary of 1.5% to Art 
Comer in the Wilkinsburg Department of Public Works effective January 1, 2006. 
 
06-016 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes an increase in salary of 2.0% to 
Chief Owen McAfee in the Wilkinsburg Fire Department effective January 1, 2006 in 
accordance with an employment agreement between the Chief and the Borough. 
 
06-017 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes an increase in salary of 3.5% to 
chief Michele Kremapsky in the Wilkinsburg Police Department effective January 1, 
2006 in accordance with an employment agreement between the Chief and the Borough 
as well as other applicable State law. 
 
06-018 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby approves the promotion of Julya Magwood to 
Library Aide 4 at the rate of $7.00/hour in accordance with the recommendation of Head 
Librarian, Joel Minnigh, effective immediately. 
 
06-019 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby approves the promotion of Robert Wilson to 
Library Aide 3 at the rate of $8.00/hour in accordance with the recommendation of Head 
Librarian, Joel Minnigh, effective immediately. 
 
06-020 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Gregory Collier to the Wilkinsburg 
Borough Planning Commission with a term expiring on February 1, 2010. 
 
06-021 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Marna Taylor to the Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee on Shade Trees with a term expiring on February 1, 2010. 



 
06-022 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Barbara Ervin to the Wilkinsburg 
Commercial and Industrial Development Authority with a term expiring on February 1, 
2009. 
 
06-023 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Stephanie Buka to the Wilkinsburg 
Commercial and Industrial Development Authority with a term expiring on February 1, 
2010. 
 
06-024 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Stephanie Buka to the Wilkinsburg 
Municipal Authority with a term expiring on February 1, 2010. 
 
06-025 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Kate Luxemburg to the Wilkinsburg 
Redevelopment Authority with a term expiring on February 1, 2010. 
 
06-026 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Ahmed Sheriff to the Wilkinsburg 
Redevelopment Authority with a term expiring on February 1, 2011. 
 
06-027 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Mark Smith to the Zoning Hearing 
Board with a term expiring on February 1, 2010. 
 
06-028 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Evelyn Wells to the Wilkinsburg 
Library Board with a term expiring on February 1, 2010. 
 
06-029 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Gary Turner to the Wilkinsburg 
Municipal Authority with a term expiring on February 1, 2011. 
 
06-030 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Richard Hawkinberry to the Zoning 
Hearing Board with a term expiring on February 1, 2010. 
 
Motion:  Mrs. Roberts    Seconded:  Ms. McCoy-Williams 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-031 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby approves the February Bill List in the amounts 
as follows: 



 Pre-Paid Distributions 1/1/06 to 1/31/06  $399,696.75 
 Regular Distributions 12/10/05 to 1/13/06  $238,111.21 
 Payroll Disbursement 1/1/06 to 1/31/06  $226,969.77 
 Voided Checks 1/1/06 to 1/31/06  $  (1,778.08) 
 Total       $862,999.65 
 
Motion:  Ms. McCoy-Williams   Seconded:  Mrs. Moore 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-032 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes the exoneration of the Tax 
Collector for the year 2005. Furthermore, this resolution stipulates that all year 2005 
payments received after the date of this resolution will be forwarded by the Tax Collector 
and Finance Department to Portnoff Law Associates. 
 
Motion:  Ms. McCoy-Williams   Seconded:  Mr. Cohn 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-033 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes $300.00 to do an appraisal at the 
location of 432 Biddle Avenue. 
 
Motion:  Mr. Cohn     Seconded:  Ms. Evans 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-034 
A RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD OF BOROUGH OF 
WILKINSBURG, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING AND 
EMPOWERING ITS LOCAL TAX COLLECTOR, BERKHEIMER, TO IMPOSE AND 
RETAIN COSTS OF COLLECTION ON DELINQUENT TAXES. 
WHEREAS, BOROUGH OF WILKINSBURG, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, by 
Resolution and/or Ordinance, has levied, assessed and provided for the collection of 
certain local taxes under and pursuant to the authority of the Act No. 511 of the 1965 
General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, enacted December 31, 1965, 
and effective January 1, 1966, as amended; and  
WHEREAS, BOROUGH OF WILKINSBURG, ALLEGHENY COUNTY, has hired 
Berkheimer to collect said taxes levied by the BOROUGH OF WILKINSBURG, 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY, including taxes that are or may become delinquent; and  
WHEREAS, pursuant to Act 192 of the 2003-2004 General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, BOROUGH OF WILKINSBURG, ALLEGHENY 
COUNTY, has the right to impose a cost collection on taxes that become delinquent 
and/or that remain due and unpaid; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that 



1. BOROUGH OF WI LKINSBURG, ALLEGHENY COUNTY APPROVES 
AND ADOPTS the Cost of Collection Schedule attached hereto and made apart 
of this Resolution to be imposed by BERKHEIMER upon any taxpayer whose 
taxes are or become delinquent and/or remain due and unpaid. 

2. BERKHEIMER is authorized to retain said costs of collection set forth in the 
attached schedule incurred in recovering delinquent taxes and assessed to the 
delinquent taxpayer as allowed by law. 

Any resolution or part of this resolution conflicting with the provisions of this resolution 
be and the same are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
 
Motion:  Mrs. Roberts    Seconded:  Mrs. Moore 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-035 
RESOLUTION OF COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF WILKINSBURG 
APPROVING   THAT THE ACQUISTION AND SUBSEQUENT DISPOSTION OF A 
PARCEL IN THE BOROUGH THAT WOULD BE IN ACCORD WITH THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE BOROUGH OF WILKINSBURG; 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Wilkinsburg, hereinafter referred to as “Municipality” in 
cooperation with the County of Allegheny and the Redevelopment Authority of 
Allegheny County are participating in the Allegheny County Vacant Property Program 
(VPRC); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Municipality has submitted said property to the County for consideration 
under the Program known and identified as: 233-C-230. 

 
WHEREAS, under the Program the Municipality is required to review the properties 
acquisition and proposed disposition, and submit its approval to the County that said 
acquisition and proposed resale is in accordance with the Municipality’s Comprehensive 
Plan. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Wilkinsburg Borough Council as 
follows: 

 
1. That the above listed property have reviewed by the Municipality and 

it hereby approves that its acquisition and subsequent disposition 
under the Program would be in accordance with the Comprehensive 
Plan of the Municipality.   

 
That a certified copy of this Resolution should be forwarded to the County of Allegheny 
and the Redevelopment Authority. 
 
Motion:  Ms. McCoy-Williams   Seconded:  Mrs. Roberts 



Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
Consent Agenda 
06-036 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes a banner to be placed across Penn 
Avenue at Hay Street by the Wilkinsburg Baseball Association. 
 
06-037 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby authorizes a banner to be placed across Penn 
Avenue at Coal Street by the Wilkinsburg Baseball Association 
 
Motion:  Mrs. Roberts    Seconded:  Ms. McCoy-Williams 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-038 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby appoints Almetta H. Seate to the vacant Tax 
Collector position effective today, February 15, 2006 through the 1st Monday in January, 
following the 2007 Municipal Election. 
 
Motion:  Mrs. Baker     Seconded:  Ms. McCoy-Williams 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-039 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby recognizes the appointment of Berkhiemer & 
Associates as the Deputy Tax Collector if appointed as the deputy by Tax Collector, 
Almetta Seate; 
 
That the proper Borough officials be authorized to join in and be a party to the agreement 
between the Tax Collector and Berkheimer & Associates for the purposes of obtaining 
the tax collection services of Berkheimer & Associates; and  
 
That all provisions of Borough Ordinance No. 2736 shall apply to the compensation of 
the Tax Collector and the Deputy Tax Collector. 
 
Motion:  Mrs. Baker     Seconded:  Ms. McCoy-Williams 
Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
06-040 
The Wilkinsburg Borough Council hereby approves the renaming of the Franklin Avenue 
Area Park. Effective immediately, this park will be known as Rosa Park. 
 
Motion:  Ms. McCoy-Williams   Seconded:  Mr. Cohn 



Yes:  Ms. McCoy-Williams, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Nicholas, Mr. Cohn, Mrs. Baker, Ms. 
Ervin, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. Moore and President Edwards 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

• Pat McGrail – Appraisal, Resolution 06-033 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
CITIZENS HEARINGS: 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING: 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:35 
PM. 
Moved:  Mrs. Roberts 
   


